SOLDIER

As this resume indicates, the most noticeable trait
of Washington's military career was a tendency to
surrender his own opinions and wishes to those over
whom he had been placed, and this resulted in a
general agreement not merely that he was disposed
to avoid action, but that he lacked decision. Thus
his own aide, Reed, in obvious contrast to Wash-
ington, praised Lee because "you have decision, a
quality often wanted in minds otherwise valuable,"
continuing, "Oh ! General, an indecisive mind is one
of the greatest misfortunes that can befall an army;
how often have I lamented it this campaign," and Lee
in reply alluded to "that fatal indecision of mind."
Pickering relates meeting General Greene and saying
to him, " ' I had once conceived an exalted opinion
of General Washington's military talents ; but since
I have been with the army, I have seen nothing to
increase that opinion.' Greene answered, ' Why, the
General does want decision: for my part, I decide in
a moment' I used the word 'increase/ though I
meant 'support,' but did not dare speak it" Wayne
exclaimed " if our worthy general will but follow
his own good judgment without listening too much
to some counsel!" Edward Thornton, probably re-
peating the prevailing public estimate of the time
rather than his own conclusion, said, " a certain de-
gree of indecision, however, a want of vigor and
energy, may be observed in some of his actions, and
are indeed the obvious result of too refined caution."

Undoubtedly this leaning on others and the want
of decision were not merely due to a constitutional
mistrust of his own ability, but also in a measure to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